CONFERENCE REPORT

THE WEIMAR DECLARATION:
Connecting the dots

In the elegant city of Weimar, 80 rep-
resentatives from 24 countries at-
tended the 3rd KIDS Regio Forum, to
draw up a state of affairs of the chil-
dren’s film industry, an on-the-spot
SWOT analysis of the sector, with par-
ticular attention to options and possi-
bilities for the future.

This Forum was like a well-oiled pro-
cessing machine: in an excellently
organized conference, participants
were kneaded, shaken and stirred, un-
til at the end of the process the result
inevitably rolled out: the Weimar Dec-
laration, a summary of future strate-
gies and steps to be taken.

There was a consensus among the
80 professionals that the support of
children’s films with a special focus
on original live action features is a
necessity. Therefore strategic actions
should be instigated to give children’s
film more visibility and recognition,
leading towards a situation in which
making feature films for children is
a natural and self-evident part of the

European film culture
and industry.

Based on these princi-
pals, the participants of
the Forum agreed on an
agenda, summarizing in
the five focus points of
the Weimar Declaration
The Ffull version of the
Weimar Declaration can
be consulted here.

One particular outcome

of the Forum was a

strong demand for both

networking platforms ECFA and KIDS
Regio to work even closer together.
With more than 20 ECFA members at
present in Weimar, this incentive was
warmly welcomed. ECFA feels not
only honoured by such a sign of con-
fidence, but with additional agendas,
and a long tradition of warm cooper-
ation and mutual concerns, this feels
like an obvious and natural step for-
ward.

Graphic recording: Christoph Kellner

A printed booklet with the outcome of the conference will be published
during the Cinekid Festival, where KIDS Regio and the Netherlands Film
Fund will host a table at the Industry Forum. Here a special Focus will be
put on facts and figures about children’s Film in Europe, through the pres-
entation of three recent studies, one conducted on behalf of the Neth-
erlands Film Fund, one by the Thessaloniki Film Festival and one by KIDS
Regio.
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https://www.kids-regio.org/weimar-declaration
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A Forum in quotes & pictures

So many films are telling the same stories about
the same subjects. And all the girls wear dresses,
have long hair and girlish hobbies. What we like to
watch are films about special friendships, about
contemporary problems and about dreams coming
true.”

(The kids in the ‘Young Experts’ panel)

“A cinema is a too good space to only watch
films. Cinema is also an event place or a place
for social gathering. That’s why cinema owners
are key people who need our strong support.”
(Jerzy Moszkowicz, AleKino Festival)

“The problem is not so much with the production:
lots of excellent films are made. We don’t need
more production, but what we need is more visibil-
ity. There is a disconnection between the industry
(that is still 20th century) and the audience (that is
already 21st century).”

(Conclusion from the Reflection Group)

“For every game to play there are rules. But many people here are in a position in which they
can set the rules. You can bend them, and finally you can change them. There has been an
important evolution over the last 10 years: there is much more awareness, we're more active
on a political level, and there have been new production initiatives in many countries, from
which other countries can learn and benefit. It doesn’t feel like rolling the stone up the hill all
by yourself. The idea of sharing has evolved and proved itself useful.”

(ECFA President Margret Albers)

“Well-made children’s
films are like litera-
ture. They can help
children to deal with
important life issues.”
(Tamara Bos)

“There is a need for a floor to present our actions,
so we better understand from each other what
we’re working on. ECFA and KIDS Regio are trying
to do so, but a presentation platform would

surely help us to get a better understanding.”

(Edita Bilaver Galinec)

“Looking as an outsider, one would think Europe is
rather privileged. There is money to invest in devel-
opment. So there is no reason why you shouldn’t be
a bit more daring, you can afford to take risks. Also
when it comes to children’s films.”

(Keynote speaker Katriel Schory, Israel Film Fund)
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