HAVE YOU SEEN HER

Every year in February a small arctic
island is covered in deep darkness.
During this time the islanders are all
anticipating a mysterious arrival of
something - or someone...? Rumours
circle that she had already made an
appearance in parts of the island.
Who could this visitor be? Have you al-
ready seen her? Astrid Ardagh allows
us a peek into the remote island com-
munity and the people’s way of adapt-
ing to the rhythms of nature.

The experimental short film HAVE
YOU SEEN HER was part of the 15+
short film programme in last year’s
edition of doxs!. Director Astrid Ard-
agh offers the audience a glimpse into
the lives of the island’s inhabitants
and how the temporary darkness is
ultimately entangled with their daily
routines. Only after listening to the
stories of the islanders do we begin to
understand that this mystic visitor is
no other than the sun. The Norwegian
filmmaker captures the island in a po-
etic, sensory and observant manner.
In front of her camera, humans are
mere side-characters; the protagonist
is the overpowering beauty of nature
that Ardagh honours in every shot.

Her expressive methods of capturing
light and the lack thereof in just 15
minutes left a lasting impression on
the audience in Duisburg.

The film's darkness and with it its
calm yet mysterious atmosphere tran-
scended into the cinema space and
left the teenagers mesmerized. In the
Q&A, Astrid Ardagh picked up on the
audience’s enthusiasm. “/ was amazed

at how engaged all these teenagers
were.” Ardagh mentioned later in an
interview that “this is maybe the best
Q&A | have had so far”.

Just like the audience, the eight mem-
bers of the doxs! Youth Jury celebrat-
ed the film with an honorary mention
during the award ceremony, “because
of its unique visual language and tech-
niques of documenting nature that

resulted in a memorable cinematic ex-
perience.”
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The Doxspot column is published
with the help of the doxs! festival
for children & youth documenta-
ries in Duisburg. www.do-xs.de.
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